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allowed by using a microprocessor as an inverter driver or ballast control element. The 
multiple software decisions allow for many operational advantages such as lamp start up 
and control if a lamp is suddenly removed from the fixture or fails while operating. The 
resulting action by the microprocessor allows for safer and more reliable operation while 
greatly extending lamp life. Each box rectangular box states the function implemented 
by the software for each different type of ballast. The arrows pointing at the diamond 
shaped boxes shows the data needed to make decisions. 

Although the present invention has been described in connection with preferred 
embodiments thereof, many variations and modifications will now become apparent to 
those skilled in the art. It is preferred, therefore, that the present invention be limited, not 
by the specific disclosure herein, but only by the appended claims. 
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